
 

 

Interim Newsletter  

PLEASE HELP 

This is Bus Stop Bible Studies¬ seventh year of 

ministry±proclaiming the Word of God to the public.  

Our last newsletter was sent out at the end of March, 

untypically, the response was not what we would have 

hoped for or, perhaps, simply delayed.  For the most 

part the ministry has been blessed with extraordinarily 

generous donors. 

Recently we have found ourselves in a good -news/bad

-news quandary.  In partnership with the Canadian 

Bible Society, Bus Stop Bible Studies has been offering 

FREE Bibles in any language to anyone who calls. 

Although this campaign has only been in effect since 

April 1st (the first call came in April 3 rd) the response has 

been amazing.  Three or four calls per day is not 

untypical and the Bibles are supplied to us free of 

charge.  This is the good-news!  The bad-news is that it 

costs $8.40 to mail out each Bible.  For those that live 

in our neighbourhood we are able to drop off the Bibles 

in person but logistically this is not possible for all, 

hence this direct request for financial support.  

WHAT ARE PEOPLE RESPONDING TO? 

Quite simply, the call of God.  Jesus said, ­No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
them, and I will raise them up at the last day.  It is 
written in the Prophets: «They will all be taught by 
God.¬ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned 

from him comes to me.®  John 6:44-45. NIV 

It can take a long time for seed to germinate.  This was 

understood from the outset of the ministry but 

eventually there comes the harvest.  A man, probably in 

his forties, called, asking for a Bible, sharing that he has 

been seeing and reading Bus Stop Bible Studies for 

years, and now he simply needs to know what this «God 

thing¬ is all about.  Perhaps this man¬s first tentative 

steps towards the Kingdom of Heaven? 

You can see a copy of the subway panel (and one of 

the new back-of-bus panels) on the next page.  

Sometimes, when we prepare the messages, we 

wonder if we¬re stepping out on a ledge.  Is the 

message cutting a little too close to the quick?  There is 

a non-biblical adage that «A faint heart never won a fair 

lady.¬  God is blessing our boldness.  What a privilege to 

serve him in this way!  

There are many ways you can support Bus Stop Bible 

Studies: 

Become a monthly donor.  This is by far the most 

helpful direct support.  It allows us to strategically plan 

and budget the various programs±critical as the 

ministry expands.  We now process credit card 

Above: Farsi [Persian], English, French, Inuktitut [Eastern 
Arctic], Portuguese and Spanish Bibles ready to go in the 
mail. 



 

 

donations directly and at reduced cost. Of 

course, one-time donations are always 

welcome.  

Celebration and memorial donations are a 

great way to recognize a life well -lived.  The 

estate of Michael Taylor, a longtime 

supporter of the ministry, recently made a 

donation allowing the posting of  studies on 

the backs of ten buses (above). 

MISSIONFEST REPORT 

A great deal of effort was poured into this 

year¬s MissionFest and it was definitely a 

worthwhile investment of time and 

resources.  Thankfully, because of a contra-

arrangement, Bus Stop Bible Studies received 

prime exhibit space at minimal cost.   

Most beneficial to us were the testimonies of 

individuals who take public transit on a 

regular basis, how they are personally 

uplifted and encouraged by the Scripture 

messages, how they pray for their fellow 

passengers to look up and read and, 

excitingly, the conversations amongst 

passengers which arise spontaneously as 

someone articulates a comment out loud.  

This is the kind of feedback that keeps us 

focused day-to-day. The event also resulted 

in new church contacts and all-important 

sponsorships. 

WE WERE NOT THE FIRST 

If you have travelled just about anywhere in 

Canada you will have seen signs along the 

highways and byways declaring God¬s 

salvation message.  Since its incorporation in 

1950, virtually all these signs have been put 

up by Gospel Text Mission.  What you may 

not be aware of is that GTM got its start 

posting Scripture messages on Toronto buses 

and trolley cars! 

Above right you can see a trolley car interior 

with John 3:16.  A 1952 contract for 20 signs 

(15® x 30® was $40/month.  Inflation 

adjusted that¬s about one-third more than it 

costs today.  And 

we must share 

from a recent email 

from Gospel Text 

Mission:  ­GTM has 
been given the 
privilege to have a 
table display at the 
Public Library in 
London once a 
week.  This 
Thursday was our 
first day.   The 

interest, response and encouragement was 
overwhelming but this was the best.  A 
young lady, named Jessica, came to the table, 
so ready and anxious to understand how to 
know what truth is.  As she said, so many 
churches, some good and some not, have 
been confusing.   Her big question.  "How can 
I know?"   Listening to her story, she shared 
how she was searching for God since a 
young girl and been convicted in various 
ways that there must be a God.   We 
continued to share with her and Jessica 
understood.  When asked if it was time for 
her to make that decision, she said yes.   Our 
volunteer shared more in private with her 
and led her to the Lord.  Praise the Lord 
another soul ready for eternity.®   

We are sharing this story as GTM is hoping to 

partner with Bus Stop Bible Studies by 

sponsoring a number of panels on London 

Transit±getting back to their roots!  

PLEASE PRAY: 

For wisdom for our web developers as they 

design the new on -line sponsoring system; 

For the ministry leadership as we seek God¬s 

guidance in expanding the ministry into new 

areas and for the finances; 

For protection against any forces, spiritual or 

human, that would distract us from our 

mission. 

Bus Stop Bible Studies, 364-1980 Ellesmere Road, Scarborough, ON M1h 3G1 
Tel: 416.234.0555  Toll free: 1.888.428.7786  Email: office@busstopbiblestudies.com 

Above: All Ten Commandments can be seen on the backs of TTC buses in North York. 


